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8 E UVE IN AWORD IN DESPERATE NEED OFRECONCILATION BUT
ALSO ONE IN WHICH ( OD IS AT WORK TO BRNG RECONCILIATION

N’

»YRERD A»> VBV,

3 ECONCILATION INVOLVES RECEIVING AND COMMITIING TO A NEW
IDENTITY WITH ALLTHE SACRAHCE AND UNCERIAINTY WHICH THAT
ENTAILS

II%

AYVEA VA VERSE Vit BE
" DDRESING THE PAST DOES NOT IMPLY THAT IT CAN BE RFULLY

A ADE SENFE OFAORTHAT WE CAN ORSHOUID ACCEPT AS GOOD
OURPAST ACTIONS ORTHOSE OFOTHERS

B, ARy, AEA> BMVE >
5HE WORK OF RFECONCILATION NOT ONLY CALLS US TO TREAD THE

PAINFULLY FAM ILARTERRTORY OF THE PAST BUT ALSO TO VENTURE
INTO PLACES WHICH ARE ENTIRELY UNFAM ILAR
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5HE CROSSNG OFBOUNDARES BY ITS VERY NATURE A STEP INTO
THE FEARED ORUNKNOWN CANNOT BE SEPARATED FFOM THE S—

PRACTICE OF TAKING RXKS

JEERVEE . A» % ECEAYE
" RKISNOT A R IFTHERE ISNO POSSBIUTY THAT IT MIGHT GO

WFRONG *FRECONCILATION ISRXKY ITISAISOUNTIDY STOP START
UNPREDICTABLE

AYVRAE A V4

" SHECONCILERS WE SEEK TO BE AGENTS WHO HEALBROKEN
RELATIONSHIPS BUT WE DO NOT AIWAYS HAVE SOLIUTIONS
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3 ECONCILATION IS THE HEALNG OF
BROKEN ORWOUNDED RELATIONSHIPS
IN HONEST RECOGNITION OF PAST HURS

" SWE IOOK ARDUND USTODAY WE CANBE IN
LTIE DOUBT ABOUT HOW MANY RJPTURED OR
DAMAGED HEIATONSHPS CRY OUT FORHEALING
1OUMCALIANDSCAPES FAMILIEES AND COMMWUNITES
EXPERENCE DIMSONS WITH CHIDHEN AND OTHER
VUNERBIE PEOPIE AMONG THE MAIN CASUATIES
OFCONHICT

NIO THS INMANY PIACES THROUGHOUT THE
WORD THE $ HURCH IS SPEAKING AND LIMING THE
RADICALATERNATIVE OFRECONCILATION 8 E LIVE IN
AWORD IN DESPERATE NEED OFHECONC HATION
BUT AISO ONE INWHICH (| OD ISATWORK TO BRNG
HEGONCILLATION

) ERE WE OFERA BREFWISDOM OF
RECONCILIATION THAT IS DEEPLY $ HRSTIAN IN
ORDERTO INSPIRE THE HEALING OFRELATIONSHIPS
WITH ( CD WITH OURNEIGHBOURS WITH OUR
ENEMIES WITH OQURELVES AND WITH THE WHOLE
OFCREATION

SHSIS THE FRIT OFA COULABORRTION BETWEEN A SVIAILGROUP OFRECONCILATION THEOIOGIANS AND PRACTITIONERS
CONVENED BY $ ANON 4AR\H 4NYDER " DVISORFOR3 ECONCILATION TO THE . OST3EVEREND HUSTIN 8 EIBY
" FOHBISHOP OF$ ANTERBURY *T HAS BEEN WHESTIED INTO BEING OVERTHE COURSE OFTWO YEARS BEGINNING WITHA
GATHERNG AT30SE $ ASTIE IN* UGUST 8 HILE WE COME FOM A DIVERE RAINGE OFCHURCH BACKGFOUNDS THIS
OFERNG ISROOTED IN THE * NGLCAN TRADITION  WITH THE SNCERE HOPE THAT ITWILLBE OFREIEVANCE ASMUCH TO
THOSE WHO DO NOT CONSDERTHEM SEIVES ™ NGLCAN AS TO THOSE WHO DO

S5HIS DOCUM ENT OFFERS A SUIMM ARY OF A M UCH M ORE EXTENSVE VERSON WHICH CAN BE FOUND ON OURWEBSTE
WWW ROSECASTIEFOUNDATION ORG - CHRSTIAN WISDOM



AYR AR AN\ EEA
KR B

N $ ORNTHIANS 1AULTEUSUSTHAT A ILTHISIS
FFOM ( OD WHO RECONCILED US TO HIM SELF THROUGH
$ HRST AND HAS GIVEN USTHE MINISTRY OF
RECONCILATIONE

3ECONCILATION IS AN ENERGY OFIOVE A GIVEN FEELY
AND ABUNDANTLY A AT THE HEARTOFTHE ONE ( OD THE
COMPIETE FEIATONSHP OF ATHER 40N AND ) QY
4PIRTWHCH WE AFE INVITED TO ALLOW TO TAKE HOID
OFUS

3EMARKABLY ( OD NOTONY AUTHORS THS
FECONCILATION BUTEMBODIESITUTIERY AND ENAC $
IT 5HE PERSON OFESUS $ HRST 1S BOTH OURM ODEL
WHO CAILS US INTO FECONCILATION  AND AISO THE
UNIQUE ONCE AND FORAIL3 ECONCIIERWHO IS AOUR
PEACEASPHESANS




TISHFOM THE UEE DEATH HESURHEECTION AND

ASCENSON OF+ESUS THAT OURAECONCILATION
ROWS ) EWASSENT ASWE AFE TO CHEATE
SGNS OFABUNDANT LIFE A GIMING GOOD NEWS
TEACHNG FORGIVING HEAUNG HEEDING
WEICOMING CHALENGING FORMING A
COMMWNITY CFIOVE " ND THS INVOVED
BEING SENT ASWE AFE INTO DARNESS A INTO
STUATONS OFSN SUFERNG EVILAND DEATH

*TIS( ODADEEP LONGING FORUNITY AND
LOVE ITS PEACE OVERHOWING TOWARDS THE
WHOE WORD THAT DRAWS+HESUSTOHIS
DEATH " ND WHEN HAVING SUFERED
BETRAYAL HOGGING HUMILATION AND
CRUCHXION HE APPEARS TO HS DISCIPLES
ALVE WITH PIERCED HANDS AND SDE HIS
REPEATED WORDSARE AL EACE BE WITH YOUZAE
+OHN

SHEY AHE CAILED TO BE ACOMMWNITY OF
PEACE FORGIVENESS AND IOVE WILLNG TO
SUHERAND DIE FORIOVE
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50 ANSIVERTHIS CALL REQUIRES NOTHING LESS
THAN A RADICAL TRANSFORVATION OFOURYV IRY
SELVESIN COMMUNITY WITH OTHERS  ASF
ANYONE ISIN $ HRST THERE ISA NEW
CHEATION EVERYTHING OID HAS PASEED AWAY
SEE EVERYTHING HASBECOME NEW A

$ ORNTHIANS

5HE IMPLCATIONS OFTH'S FORRECONCILATION AFE
PROFOUND *T IS OURIDENTITY IN+ESUS $ HRST
WHCH ENABLES US TO BECOME AV BASSADORS
OFFECONCILATION 5HE PRMARY CAILING ISNOT
TO STAND IN ONE CAMP OROTHERBUT TO LOCATE
OUREELVES WHOLLY IN 4ESUS $ HRST WHO LIVED
AND DIED IN LOVE FORAIL ) E ISUTTERY FOR( OD
AND UTTERY FORTHE WORD AND HIS FOLOWEFS
AFE CAILED TO BE WITH HM IN THAT



SHE MCOST IMPORIANT DISTINCTION WITHIN THIS
NEW CREATION ISNOT BETWEEN A NEW AJSAAND
AHEM /AEBUT BETWEEN A FORVIERY DIVIDED
HUMANITY AND A NEWLY RESTORED ON E

1AULINVOKES THE IMAGE OF$ HRST BREAKING
ADOWN THE DIVIDING WALLZECREATING ONE
HUMANTY WHCH SHARES ONE SPACE WITHOUT
HOSTILTY AND DIMSON INCORPORATED INTO ONE
BODY REIATED TOONE ( OD UNITED TO ( OD AND
TO EACH OTHERBY THE IOVE OFESUS$ HRSTIN
DYING FORAIL AND BY HS HESUREECTED PHESENC E
INTHE 4PIRT &PHESANS

3 ECONCILATION INVOIVES HECEIMING AND
COMMITIING TO A NEW IDENTTY WITHAILTHE
SACRHCE AND UNCERAINTY WHCH THAT ENTAILS
AND THS WILLINVARABLY INVOIVE HERGURNG OUR
HSTORY AND THAT OFOURHEIATIONHPS " CRJICAL
ELEM ENT OFRECONCILATION IS IEARING TO INHABIT
OURPAST IN WAYS THAT OPEN UP THE POSSBILTY
OFAN ATERNATIVE RJTURE



AVEA VA 1 VERY,

B YAC, BE

SHE WISDOM OF4CRPTURE IS THAT FORGIVENESS
AND THE HEALUNG OF THE PAST ARE LONG AND
UNCOM FORTABLE PATHS 5HE SAME WOUND MAY
BE REMISTED OFEN

8 E AFE TO FORGIVE AOT SEVEN TIMES BUT
SEVENTY SEVEN TIMES AHESUS TEACHES

. ATHEW 5HSMAY BE SEVENTY SEVEN
DIFFEFENT INLURES ORTHE SAME ONE WHC H
ACHES SEVENTY SEVEN TMES DEMANDING TO BE
ADDFESSED ANEW

" DDRESING THE PASTDOES NOTIMPLY THATIT
CAN BE RULY M ADE SENE OFAORTHATWE C A
ORSHOUD AQCEPTAS GOOD OURPAST ACTIONS
ORTHOSE OFOTHERS



8 HEN 1ETERBETRAYS+ESUSBY DENYING HM
THEE TMES HE WENT OUT AND AVEPT
BITIERY/A- WKE S5HEFE ISNO HINT THAT
HE COUD EVERFECONCIIE HM SELFTO THOSE
EVENTS #UTHE AND HS FEIATONSHP WITH
+ESUS AFE NOT FOREVERDERNED BY THAT NIGHT
BY THE RFE IN THE COURYARD

( OD ISFORLETER ASHE IS FOREACH ONE OF
US " ND HE IN\ITESHM  NO COMPULSION
HERE ASTHERE NEVERCAN BE WITH
RECONCILATION TO A MINISTRY WHICH WILL
DEMAND EVER/THING OFHIM  INCLUDING HIS
LLFE BUT ONE IN FULL RESTORED FELATIONSHIP
WITH +ESUS$ HRST) IMSELF +OHN

&VEN AHERVERY BAD HISTORY THERE ISTHE
POS3BILTY A BETIERRJTURE
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SHE WORK OFRECONCILLATION NOT ONLY CAILS US
TO TREAD THE PAINFULLY FAM ILARTERRTORY OF THE
PAST BUT ALSO TO VENTURE INTO PLACES WHICH
ARE ENTIFELY UNFAM [LAR

8 E SAW EARIERTHAT $ HRSTA DEATH ON THE
CROSS AHAS BROKEN DOWN THE DIMIDING WAILZE
CFEATING ONE HUMANITY #UT$ HRST BREAKS
DIVIDING WAIS NOTONLY IN HS DEATH BUTINHS
VERY BEING

5HE INCARNATION OF+ESUS $ HRST IS ITSELFA
STARIING PERVIEATION OF THE BARRERBETWEEN
HEAVEN AND EARH AN THE BEGINNING WAS THE

8 O AND THE8 OFb WASWITH( OD AND THE
8 O WAS( ODI " ND THE 8 OFb BECAME RESH
AND IIVED AMONG U5 AOHN 1AR OFTHE
MEANING OF4ESUS$ HRSTAS. ESSAHISTHE
COMING TOGETHEROF( OD AND HUMANITY IN ONE
PERSON ( OD ISFEE TO EXPRESS AND GIVE ( ODA
OWN SEIFFFEELY IN+ESUS AND DOES SO



*TISTHIS UNFATHOM ABLE REALTY WHICH ENABLES
AND COMPELS USTO SEE IN THE FACE OFEACH
PERSON AND ABOVE ALLIN THE FACE OFTHE
MARGINALSED THE HUMILATED AND THE
SUFERNG THE FACE OF+ESUS$ HRST HIM SELF

ARJLY *TEILYOU JUSTAS YOU DID ITTO ONE OFTHE
|EAST OFTHESE WHO AFE MEMBERS OFMY RAMIILY
YOU DID ITTO ME ABEIUS SAYS TO THOSE WHO
HAVE FED THE HUNGRY AND VISTED THE PRSONER
IN HS PICTURE OFANALJUDGEMENT . ATIHEW

8 E SEE IN THSECHOESOFTHE
ENOCOUNTEROF" BRAHAM AND 4ARH WHO BY
FHOWING HOSPITALTY TO STRINGERS END UP
BEING GUESTSOF( OD HMSEIF ( ENESS
- OVE OF( OD AND LOVE OFNEIGHBOURC ANOTBE
FEPARTED FOM ONE ANOTHER . ATIHEW

SHS BREAKING OFBOUNDARES GOES HAND IN
HAND WITH RADICALOPENNESS TO THE OTHER 5HE
SIORY OFTHE MINISTRY OF+ESUS IS ONE OF
CONTNUALLY DISRUPTING PHYSCAL MENTALAND
SOCALBOUNDARES WHCH INHBIT THAT OPENNESS
" OREXAMPLE THE RADICALOPENNESS TO THE
OTHERWHCH +ESUS DEMONSTRRIES INHS
ENCOUNTERWITH THE 4AM ARTAN WOMAN IN +OHN
WAS NOT ONE WHCH SVEPT DIFERENCE UNDER
THE CARPET ORDISGUSED ITPOLTELY SHE
CONVERSATION IS FOBUST AND SPARKY GRAPPLNG
WITH THEIRSOCALAND CUTURALDIMSON #UT
THERE ISA COMMITMENT TO THE ENCOUNTERITSELE
WHCH ENABLES THEM TO DISCOVERTHE OTHERIN
THEIRFALHUMANITY
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SHE CROSING OFBOUNDARES BY ITSV Y
NATURE A STEP INTO THE FEARED ORUNKNOWN
CANNOT BE SEPARRTED FFOM THE PRACTIC EOF
TAKING RXKS

8 HATISAT THE HEAR OFA #IBLCALWISDOM OF
RK TAKING *TMUST SUFELY BE TRISTORFAITH A0
NOT BE AFRIDAES THE COMMAND WHC HECHOES
THROUGHOUTACRPTUREE  TMES  FROM ( ENESS
TO 3EVEIATION - ACK OFFAITH IS THE ONLY SN WE
SEE WHCH ACTUALLY IMPEDES THE MINISTRY OF
HEUS . AKX

8 E AHE NOT TAIKING ABOUT RK FORRSKA SAKE

/ ORARE WE TAIKING ABOUT DEUBERNTELY OR
HECKIESSY PUTTING OURELVES IN HARM AAWAY
SHS IS TAKING THE RK OFRESTORNG HEIATIONSHP
IN THE FACE OFFEARS OFREECTION AWKWARDNESS
DISAPPOINTMENT A IN THE TRUST THAT( OD ISBOTH
WITH US AND AI-EADY ON THE OTHERSDE TO
WHCHWE ARE VENTURNG 8 1SE DISCERMENT
ABOUTWHAT THSIOOKS LIKE ISPAR OFTHE
CONTINUALFORM ATION WE NEED FORBEING
HECONCILERS



SHE BIGGEST RXK OFALLIS PERHAPS THAT OF
PUTTING TRJST IN THE OTHER SHATISONE OF THE
THNGS THAT IS SO EMARKABIE ABOUT THAT
MOVING SCENE BETWEEN +ESUS AND 1ETERON
THE BEACH +ESUS KNOWS THAT 1ETERHAS
ABANDONED HM IN HS HOUROFGHEATEST NEED
AND HAS DENIEED HAVING ANYTHNG TO DO WITH
HM DESPITE ALOF1ETEREPROTESTATIONS THAT
HE WOUD BE FAITHRL ) E EVEN KNEW 1ETER
WOUD DO ITBEFORE ITHAPPENED

) EFE AWITH PROFOUND GRACE AND GENTIENESS A
+ESUS ADDRESSES 1 ETERE THREE DENIAISBY
ASKING THEEE TIMES AHMON SON OF+OHN DO YOU
IOVE ME /A&UT MORE THAN THAT HE ENTRISTS
1ETERWITH FESPONSBILTY AEED MY IAMBSE
AEND MY SHEEPAA EED MY SHEEP A4OHN

50 TAKE THE INTIATIVE TO PUT OURTRIST
IN OTHERS OFEN FEQUIFES MANY PREPARNTORY
FELATIONSHP BUIDING MOVES A IN THS STORY
+ESUSHASED UP TO THE CONVERSATION BY
HOSTING A MEAL A OME AND HAVE BREAKIASTAE
+OHN
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" RXISNOT A RX IFTHERE ISNO POSSBIUTY THAT
ITMIGHT GOWFONG *FRECONCILATION ISRXKY ITIS
AISOUNTIDY STOP START UNPHREDICTABLE

" #IBUCALWISDOM OFRECONCILATION DOES NOT
WRAP HECONCILATION UP AND NEATLY DERNE ITS
CONTOURS 50 SEEK FEIATONHP WITH THE OTHERIS
TO WEICOM E THE UNCONTROLABIE AND TO EXPOSE
OURELVES TO THE UNEXPECTED

SHE WHOIE GOSPELIS IN MANY WAYS DEEPLY
SUAPRING S5HE CUMINATION OFTHE SIORY ISTHE
FHOCK AND SURPRSE OFHIS CRIGIEXON FOIOWED BY
HSHESURECTION +ESUS HM SELFIS THE ONGOING
UMNG SURPRSE  FHEE TO HELIATE TO NEW PEOPLIE AND
STUATIONS IN THE 4PIRT 1AR OFDEVEIOPING TRUSTIN
( OD AND RADICALOPENNESS TO THE OTHERIS MAKING
FOOM WITHIN OURELVES FORTHE POSSBILLTY OF
SUPPRSE A AND LEARING HOW TO WEICOME ITWHEN
ITCOMES



SHIS CAN BE PROFOUNDLY CHALLENGING AND
UNCOM FORTABLE BECAUSE IT INVOLVES LETTING GO
OFNARRATIVES ABOUT THE OTHERWHICH ARE
OFTEN DEEPLY ENTRENCHED

8 E CAN GET SO USED TO OURDIVISONS
OPPOSTIONS ENMITIES AND EVEN OPPRESISONS
THAT THEY BECOME PAR OFOURIDENTITY AND
ENDING THEM FEELS LIKE A THREAT TO WHO WE AFE
8 E CAN EASLY FALINTO A MENTALTY OFSCARC TY
IN' WHCH WE FEELTHAT THE INCLUSION OFOTHERS
EQUATES TO OUROWN EXCILSON 5HSDYNAMIC
WAS ATWORK IN MUCH OFTHE FESSTANC ETO
+ESUSAENGAGEM ENTWITH AAX COLLECTORS AND
SNNERSEAOMETMESWE MAY BE SUPPRSED BY
THE EMOTIONS OFENVY ORFEARSTRED WITHN US
EVEN WHEN WE BELEVED OURSEIVES TO BE
WHOLLY COMMITIED TO RECONCILATION

5HERE WILLAISO BE MANY TMES WHEN THE
HEAUNG WE SEEK TO EXPERENCE ORBRNG ABOUT
DOESNOTHAPPEN 40ME WITH IONG EXPERENCE
AS PEACEM AKERS ESTTMATE THAT THEY FAILIN OVER
OFCASES 3EIATONSHPS FEEMAIN BROKEN OR
THEY DETERORVIE 5HE ATIEMPT TO HAVE HONEST
CONVERSATIONS PRODUCES DEEPERHURT RATHER
THAN DEEPERUNDERSTANDING 0 URFELATIONSHP
WITH OUROWN SEIVES FEMAINS DYSUNCTIONALOR
DAMAGING DESPITE SEEKING HEIP A WHEFE WE
CAN ONLY TURN TO ( OD AND SEEK) ISMERC Y
) OW DO WE FESPOND TO FEPEATED
DISAPPOINTM ENT AND EVEN TRRUMA
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" SRECONCILERS WE SEEK TO BE AGENTS WHO HEALBROKEN
RELATIONSHIPS BUT WE DO NOT AIWAYS HAV ESOIUTIONS
AOMETIMES THE ONLY APPROPRATE FESPONSE ISTO C ROUT TO
( OD IN HONEST EXPRESSON OFOURPAIN AND THE PAIN OF
OTHERS

>

" CONIDERBIE PAR OFSCRPTUHE IS DEDICATED TO JUST THS
PRCITICE SHE BOOK OF- AMENTATIONS IS AN OBVIOUS EXAMPLE
GOING INTO OHEN GRAPHC DETAILIN DEPICTING THE DEPTHS OF
DESOATION OFTHE WRTER

$ R AOUD TO THE - OFD
0 WALCFDAUGHIER; ION
- ET TEARS STHEAM DOWN LIKE A TOREENT
DAY AND NIGHT
( IVE YOURELIENO REST
YOUREYES NO EESPITE
" RE CRY OUTIN THE NGHT
AT THE BEGINNING OFTHE WATCHES
10UROUT YOURHEAR LIKE WATER
BEFORE THE PRESENCE OFTHE - OFD
- IH YOURHANDS TOHM
FORTHE LVES OF YOURCHIIDREN
WHO FAINT FORHUNGER
AT THE HEAD OFEVERY STREET

- AMENTATIONS



5HE MANY PASSAGES OF THE 0 LD 5ESTAM ENT THAT MODELLAM ENT SET AN
EXAM PLE OFHONESTY WITH ( OD AND OURSELVES WHIC HSESSENTIALFOR
THOSE IMM ERSED IN CONTEXTS OF BROKENNESS AND SUFFERNG

- AVEENTATIONS ALSO APPEALS TO A COMMUNITY TO AR AIOUDAOGETHER
#EING PART OFA COMMUNITY THAT CAN LAMENT ASWELLASPRAISE ISA
M EANINGRUL POWERRULRESPONSE TO C GRICT TERFOR AND DEEP
DISAPPOINTM ENT

1ERHAPS COUNTERNTUTIVELY LAV ENT AND QUESTIONING A AN ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE COMPLEX PAINFULFEALTY ARDUND US A AFE AISO THE VITAL
FOUNDATIONS FORHOPE SHSHOPE ISNOT OPTIMISVI THAT AILWILLSOON TURN
OUTWEILL BUTFA'TH AND TRISTIN THE 0 NE WHOSE HEC OC LATTION WORKWE
AFE CAUGHTUP IN *TISA LOVE OFTHE PEOPLE AND THE WORD IN THESE AN
BETWEENAIMES IN ASSURNNCE OFA FULRESIORTION THATISPROMISED  *TIS
AN ECHO OF( ODAAESHO HUMAN LIFE AND FEIATIONSHPS

0 FPARIQUARIM PORANCE FORWORK FORPEACE AND FEC GIC IATION IS THE
PRESENCE OF( OD WITH THOSE WHO SUFER A HE - OFD ISNEARTO THE
BROKENHEARED AND SAVES THE CRISHED IN SPIRTAELSAIM - AMENTING
WITH ONE IN PAIN IS MORE MEANINGRUL THAN ANY QUICK FIX IN EXPRESSING THE
DEEPEST CONSOIATION OFAIL THE ONE ( OD OFERSUS A AM WITH YOUAE

" ND SO WE END OURTHEOIOGY OFHECONC IIATION WHERE WE BEGAN
RECOGNISNG THAT THE TERRTORY OFRECONCILATION ISHOLY GROUND (| OD WAS
HERE BEFOHE US ISHERE WITHUS AND IS OURRJTURE *TIS A JOURNEY INTO THE
INEXPUCABLE AND THE PAINFLL *TISAISO SOMETIMES SMUTANEOUSY A
CALING WHCH IEADS USTO JOY +OY SGNALS THE RULNESS OFLIFE AND PEACE
AND ISA MARK OFFORGIVENESS FHEEDOM FAITH IOVE HOPE AND CELEBRATION
SHS Y AND PEACE DO NOT RAE OUT SUHERNG  IAMENT AND EVEN DEATH
AND DO NOT DEPEND ON THE ABSENCE OFC QHIC TORON EVER/THING GOING
WELL *TIS DY IN THE - O WHO AS OURPEACEAAN WHO +ESUSIS IN ONE WHO
WENT THROUGH CONFICT SUFERNG AND DEATH AND SENDS HIS FOUOWERS AS
HE WAS SEENT Ay







